By GARLAND BRADCHAW
© = Of The Commercial Statt

- CUMMINS STATE PRISON FARM
- Three human skeletons were found
In unmarked graves yesterday afternoon
by tnmatos digging in a pasture on the
prison leas than two rolles from the

- - prison’s main gate.

0 elt 2
rusombly certain that there are more
i - there.” He said “as many

X 3 .might_be

7-Edwin- No- Barroa-Jr of- LitUe

had been mutltated
easier to shorten the man than }

day after he-rlngolmrmumonzth-
inmates that former- prisoners Aad been

wasg

Killed wnd buried there. He aaid ha had
no Jdea how many bodies might be found.

“We will conlinue to dig as Jong A
we have graves to dig,”” Murton sald,

He mald an Inmate lod searchers
“right to the spol™ where the three
bodjes.-wers - {ound,.The .-graves . were - -
about {lve feet deep and four I X ‘skele!ons led him to belleve that their
He sald the Inmates dug AT UHelF BUrTAT prodated —the—sdmintstratior—o
shovels hit wood and. then found the former, Prison Superlntendent Q. E.
bodies In crude wooden coffins. Blshop and that they .might have

the box* each was buried in.

bodies had been made, but Murton sald
& comparison of the teeth in the
skeletons  with -prison - denul rwordl

max 0.

Two of the bodles had BEeH Tharied-as-¢

Murton n\d he azmumed the bodies  escapees. He sald he wanted 1o check

To Resign

By TOM PARSONS
Of The Commercial Staff

Prison Superiniendent Thomas O.
Murton yesterday threatencd to resign
CTT M Mater on inTthe g -unleas certain
restrictions that had been plnced on him
were removed.

“There are mome people that have
gt In our way, amd they're still In
the way,” Murton aaid. “And there sre
some situations which have developed,
either accidentally or whatever, that
make it impossible for me to do my
job.**

He indicated that unless these
situations were changed he would be
resigning his post, to which he was
named al the heginning of this month,

Pine BluM Commarciat

'ton Examined

on pily'ilclnn, holds the jawbone
{ yesterday at Cummins State
son pharmacist, is at left.

sometime afler next weck's special
. session of the legislature.
. Murton's  ultimatum  cama  alter
Ceasefire

Pententiary , Boyrd Chalrman John H.
Huley, made public & letter {from Murion

Terrorize
I|'""Cd'[5ifd|s

ighler-boembern, cargo planes,
wservation sircrafl and helicopters. The
233 was estimated at more Lhan
125,000,000

At Da Nang, the fighter base was
st by 40 Russian-bullt 122-millimeter
ockets, destroying 13 jet fighterbombers
:sed in  ajr strikes against North
/ietnam. At the same time Communist

ed |

“'résign “'for reasons which 1 don’t care
to disclose ‘at this time.” The letter
was dated last Salurday

aley_made_ the . disclosure ‘at the
end of a 90-minute presentation on prison
financial problemns before the Legisiative
Council at Little Rock. Asked after the
councll seasion If he knew why Mumm
intended o resign, laley uhl' “No,
really don'l."

He 'said he dld not !hh\k It was
because of some situation at the prison
because “‘the situation at the prison has
nevér been better.”

“The only problem,” Haley said, “is
we would be completely out of funds
April 1.

runners  shelled the Marine heliport Murton, however, said last night that
wross  the river,  damaging 19 money m nothing to do with his action.

_of a_Jaycees. pan:'
dlscusslon here last night, Murton was
asked for o t on Haley's discl J
of his impending resignation. He said
he was “flirmly convinced, s the
situation exists now, which 1 don't wish
to deseribe. .. I'cannot do what 1 think
needa lo be-done to reform the Arkansas
State Penitentiary to my satisfaction,
to the board's” “salisfaction, or the
governor’s.” He continued:

.. “There are some limitations placed
upon me which I think aren’t necessary,
n the present sxlual’m‘T don™t " “se#

T: the north of Cam Ranh Bay at
Jong Ba Thin (175 miles northeast of
saigan), Communist demolition leamsx
ineaked into.the American airfield and
slew-up-several-aircraft -with explosive _.
‘harges.—

asua](‘“loTﬂx “wWere Incomplete but
sartial repoﬂs relayed by American and
South Vietnamese spokesmen showed: 18
American” military personne! kitled and
{1 "wotmded: 29 South Victnamcse~troopc—

xhe;:or\:ou?g::. 25 Viet Cong were POt telking about maving - too - quickly
estimaled killed, and casvalty tolls were  °F steaming things up.
sxpecled 1o increase:——-——~-————.-— . (Continued on Page 2) _

Murton, 2 Antagonists
Puf On a Caustic Show

By HARRY PEARSON
“Qf The Commerclal Staff

.
There were verbal firewntke last

Murton and two of the~panel members,
Henry and Nelson, but from the divided
viewpaints held by the members of the

“Threatens

_however,_in a closed-door_session al_the
o -—Gapitol, _

Barron sald no identificstion_of thc"'

- -He--suid - the—namen ok mon—lhlu——v
Y 200 convic(s, daling back™ to 1900, were .
ol one of the skeletons-had been cruzhed. on the - prison’s list of umppuhemhd

heiped bury the body of an'Inmata Jlke
Jackson who was _supposed to''have
escaped In December, 1948, Barron u(d
otnson: wld*hinrbr ad: witessed::

delth .

baeg~ It was- Johnmwho Y thllrold

'Porler. the chlet securky omcar n tho ;

Somul mm ommarciol
LITTLE ROCK — The Legislativa
Council today asked the Leglslative Audlt
Division to make “an immediate and
thorough search audit’" of ‘the state

Pine Blutt Commercial

SUPERINTENDENT THOMAS O. MURTON ANSWERS A QUESTION
Louis L. Ramsoy Jr. lu ot Lett at Jaycee Panel Discustion

prison-system:

The request came In a rnmlnllnn
futroduced by State Senator Max Howell
of Little Hock.

State Senator Knox Nelson of Pine
Blulf, who opposed a search audit of
the prison system when it was proposed
by a member of the state Penitentiary
Study Commission, was a cosignet of
the resolutinn,

Nelson sald this did not mean he ha
~changed courses on the need for a search
audit. He said the reason he opposed
the atdit as A member of the  Study
Commisslon was that it dld not apecify
whit agency would make the audit, The
resolution  adopted by the Legislative
Council mdny, Nelson pointed - out, s
an_improvement beca 41
rcsponslbllt(yjor
Division. Nelson said” this gives 1he job
to a body that has subpoena powers,

The resolution is designed to yield
Information -the-leglsiature-can—use—to-
welgh “prison legislation that will be
presented during the special legislative "
acaslon that beging next week, .

'Wa's It Too Much

By TUCKER STEINMETZ
Of The Commercial Stalf
.. Why would _Prison .. Superintendent
Thomas 0. Murton resign?
A principal  reason  may hae

McCormick, of New York, Is a
consultant for the Osborne Foundatinn,
_a_nonprofit group devoled to studying
‘penitentlary  matlérs. 1t 15 sald
Murtnn feels his own advice on prison

that -

Advice? |
. 4
vVicer |
v i
package of reform legislation.
Could it be that Murton would like
o be playing this role?

= Murton—alse -may - be__upsel _ over..
possible Interference In the everyday

disappointment on hixs part over not
being assigned a central role in aver-all
planning for the future developmenl of
Arkansas’s prison system

1t was last -summer - thal. Murton ._McCormick. disagree over the answer
Irritated  Governor  Rockefeller by
continuing to criticize the then prison direction the prisons tdke:
superintendent, O. E. Bishop. penitentiary continue

Rackefeller and . Murton made up, operation?

matlers s just as i P o
_McCormick’s, if not more so because
he is so close to the situation.

Should the
its hrmlng

ystem ;- Murian: does: notr-

When' the. reporu'rs ‘were invite
Rockeleller declared that he was solndly
behind Murton and that Murton would
_speak for (he administration on pnson
matlers. -

a special session of the legislature. His
- purpoge—will be_to_urge_p of a

Another irritant” {5 that "Murton and -

to a question that is vital to the future ~

- MeCormick— favory ‘th—agrlcul(urn(——-’;m”m

‘McCormick is expecled lo he back
In Arkansas next manth to-appear- before— and - perhaps— others —.may—maks—{

nt of the penitentiary.

Since Murton has been in lm;_prLﬂnn
system, Bob Scott, an alde to the .
governor,- has -played an- acllva rola-In
prison administration.

-Also, John H. Haley, of- Litﬂe Rock
chairman of the state Pr‘hon Board, can
be ‘safely said to hnve becn more active
m_ prison i thnn lny,

membier hefore him. B

~among-Murton's-most-toyat-def oD
But' the deep involvement of them———

seem
,

to Murton” that his own role
more peripheral every day.’

.- This was taken to mean that Murton,
3 penologist both by training and
experience, would be the state's top
consultant on the- subject of prison
reform. X
Since then, however, the jdecas of
Austin - McCormiick, ‘one of "Murion's .
colleagues in the field of penology, have
emerged as the recommendations of the
state’s Penitentiary Study Commission. NEW LAW PLUS PRESSURE
The commission 15 a pimel of Tepislators, —Puge 3
judges and lawvers that has prepared WATERWORKS PREDPAD MG
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